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the Challenge

Temperatures ranging from +40°C to -35°C with engines 
idling up to 24 hours a day. And that’s after the heavy load 
mountain driving required to get to the drill site. These 
conditions pose a challenge for starting heavy duty engines 
and operating them with minimal maintenance, which is 
critical when working in remote areas. 

“Our equipment has to operate in extreme conditions,  
far from any service bay,” said Lester Stanvick, a supervisor 
of 40 years with Bertram Drilling. “We need an oil that 
can help extend our service intervals* and the life of our 
units. And that means it can’t shear down or thin out at 
high operating temperatures. The oil also needs to resist 
thickening so that we’re protected during cold start-ups.”

the Solution

In consultation with their lubricant supplier, Koch Fuels 
based in Three Hills, Alberta, Bertram made the initial 
switch from a leading brand name oil to a synthetic 
alternative, Petro-Canada’s DURON Synthetic 5W-40.  
In 2007, with new emission standards on the horizon, 

Bertram converted their fleet to DURON-E Synthetic 
10W-40, which meets the SAE 5W requirement for cold 
temperature pumpability – and they haven’t looked back.

the results

“With DURON-E Synthetic we’ve doubled the life of the oil,” 
says Stanvick. “Our rigs typically run 24x7 until the job is 
done, and now we have an oil that works as long and hard 
as we do. And that’s meant significant savings in downtime, 
labour and inventory.”

“The key to maintaining any fleet is following a regular 
service schedule – that’s half the battle,” says Stanvick. 
“DURON-E Synthetic 10W-40 is now an integral part of our 
maintenance program and has helped us save money by 
protecting our engines, reducing change-outs and lowering 
labour costs.”

DURON-E Synthetic 10W-40 works for Stanvick because 
it performs in the tough conditions the Bertram rigs face 
every day. And, that’s why Bertram now uses DURON-E 
Synthetic 10W-40 in all their equipment and vehicles, 
including their track vehicles, pickup trucks and water trucks. 

*Extending drain intervals should always be undertaken in conjunction with a regular oil analysis program.

“DURON-E Synthetic 10W-40 protects our engines and helps extend our 
service intervals, which keeps our rigs running 24/7 until the job is done. 
With DURON-E Synthetic 10W-40, we save time and money – without 
compromising on protection.” – Lester Stanvick, Supervisor, Bertram Drilling

From +40°C at tHe eQUator to -35°C in tHe CanaDian arCtiC, Bertram Drilling  
relieS on DUrontm-e SYntHetiC 10W-40.
After searching for an oil that could work as long and hard in extreme conditions as their rigs, Bertram Drilling – one 
of the largest specialty drilling companies in North America – switched to Petro Canada’s DURON-E Synthetic 10W-40. 
With its industry leading soot control and advanced shear stability, DURON-E Synthetic 10W-40 has helped keep Bertram’s 
rigs protected and running longer between change-outs. And that means increased productivity and lower labour costs.
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Fax  .............................................. +44 (0) 121 781 7401
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Chicago, Illinois USA 60611

Phone  .......................................... 1-888-284-4572 
Fax  .............................................. 1-708-246-8994 

Petro-Canada Asia Pacific Holding Company Ltd.  
Jia Shi Lubricants Trading (Shanghai) Co. Ltd.  
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Fax  .............................................. +86-21-6362-0536

about Bertram 

Bertram Drilling Corp. is one of the largest specialty drilling 
companies in North America. Focused on the needs of the 
energy industry, Bertram has become an industry leader in 
shot-hole seismic drilling, oil sands coring and geothermal 
drilling. They have also developed considerable expertise  
in diamond and pipeline drilling.

Based in Carbon, Alberta, Bertram has been drilling  
since 1962 in some of the harshest conditions on earth, 
from the frigid temperatures of the Arctic to the extreme 
heat of Trinidad; and from the treacherous terrain of the 
Rocky Mountains to the vast oil sands of northern Alberta. 
Today, the company maintains active operations in Canada,  
across the U.S. and in Russia.

Bertram operates over 70 drilling and compressor 
assemblies, including heliportable, low impact and 
conventional seismic drills. For land transportation,  
they rely on a mixed fleet of tractors with CAT and  
Cummins engines. They also operate water trucks  
and use Nodwell and Bombardier track machines  
to access remote off-road areas.

DURON. Fight Soot. Save Money.
Soot is in every engine. Every year, make and model. 
And today’s operating conditions can produce and  
retain more soot than ever before. Left unchecked,  
it can have a damaging impact on your engines –  
and your bottom line. 

It’s proven. DURON-E is an engine’s best defence  
against the costly effects of soot. Proven to handle  
up to 2.2x* more soot while maintaining its viscosity, 
minimizing wear, reducing downtime and extending  
drain intervals, DURON-E ensures you get the most  
out of your engine in all weather conditions – 
throughout the life of the oil and your rig.

DURON-E Synthetic 10W-40 delivers industry 
leading soot control while providing the ultimate 
in all-weather engine protection, mile after mile, 
hour after hour.

•	 Excellent low temperature pumpability and 
advanced shear stability help ensure rigs are 
fully protected – whether they’re starting up  
or running 24x7

•	 Maintains fresh oil properties longer for better 
protection throughout extended drain intervals

•	 Helps extend engine life, increase reliability and 
minimize downtime

 Learn more at www.fightsoot.com

DUron-e Synthetic 10W-40

*Based on Mack T-11 test data for DURON-E Synthetic 10W-40.


