
In parts of Texas, unwanted cedar growth  
and regrowth are becoming a big problem. 
Some land owners classify cedar as an 
annoying, water-using weed (one acre of  
cedar can waste 
over 50,000 
gallons of water 
per year). 

Many land owners 
are focused on 
recycling their 
cedar wasteland 
into productive 
grassy watershed 
areas. That’s 
why proper 
land clearing, 
shredding and 
mulching methods 
are becoming 
increasingly 
important. For 
instance, using a bulldozer to clear cedar may 
actually do more harm than good. The cedar 
berries may end up germinating because 
they get scattered across the ground into the 
aerated tire tracks caused by the dozer … 
leading to regrowth.

To fight the battle against unwanted cedar 
growth, Stan Hegener started a company called 
Cedar Eaters of Texas. In operation since 2001, 
the company’s focus is on restoring land and 
improving wildlife by clearing cedar.

The fleet of “Cedar Eaters” is made up of two 
Franklin 3650 200 horsepower tractors, one 

Barko 880 240 horsepower tractor and one 
Barko 930 300 horsepower tractor, all of which 
are equipped with a hydraulically powered 
Fecon BH120 shredder head. 

The “Cedar Eater” 
really is an amazing 
piece of machinery. 
It reduces trees, 
cedar, mesquite 
and underbrush to 
mulch. The mulch 
then holds the soil 
in place during heavy 
rains, preventing 
erosion and creating 
ground cover. No 
stumps are left 
behind, no burning 
or hauling is needed 
and the soil doesn’t 
get disturbed. 

The Situation
It gets hot in Texas – really hot. 105°F (41°C) 
days are quite common in the summer. 
Temperatures that hot can play a role in 
crippling equipment productivity, especially if 
generic hydraulic fluids are being used. 

That’s why, when Hegener noticed his 
equipment continually losing its power and 
hydraulic capabilities during hot summer 
months he knew he had to switch his hydraulic 
fluid… or else. 

“The old fluid just seemed to thin down which 
resulted in power failure,” says Hegener.  

What Customers Are Saying…
 Petro-Canada Lubricants at Work

HYDREX XV helps The “Cedar Eater” reduce trees, 
cedar, mesquite and underbrush to mulch quickly and 

effectively … in the sweltering Texas heat.

“We used to drain at 1,000 hours. Now, since switching to 
HYDREXTM XV and through our oil monitoring program, we 
don’t even think about drains until around 4,000 hours.”

– Stan Hegener, President, Cedar Eaters of Texas

“We run HYDREX XV in 
all our machines.” 

– Stan Hegener

THE CUSTOMER: 
Cedar Eaters of Texas, 

Boerne, Texas

Unique land clearing 
company wanted a 
hydraulic fluid that 

would extend drains 
and substantially 
reduce downtime.  
HYDREX XV was  

the answer.



“And drain intervals were short. It was recommended that we 
change it every 1,000 hours.”

The Switch
Hegener’s equipment dealer, Lynn Hendrix, recommended he 
switch to Petro-Canada’s HYDREX XV and put him in touch 
with local distributor, Steagall Oil Company.

HYDREX XV is an advanced formula, long-life, anti-wear 
hydraulic fluid, designed for all-season use in heavy duty 
hydraulic systems. It provides excellent operating and 
maintenance benefits for increased productivity in very 
hot or cold temperatures. It was exactly what the fleet of 
“Cedar Eaters” needed.

“I am glad Lynn recommended HYDREX XV to me. Now, when 
it gets hot and we’re out on a job I don’t have to worry about 
our equipment losing power anymore … it doesn’t let up at 
all, thanks to HYDREX XV.”

“We just recently bought a new machine, the Barco 930. 
During the negotiation process I found out that it came with a 
generic grade hydraulic fluid in it. So as part of the purchase 
price I insisted they drain it out and replace it with HYDREX XV  
– it was put in writing as part of the deal.”

Extended Drain Intervals
Before switching to HYDREX XV Hegener used to drain and 
change his fluid every 1,000 hours as per manufacturer’s 
recommendations. 

“After switching to HYDREX XV we hoped to extend our drains 
to 2,000 hours. That would mean buying much less hydraulic 
oil and less labour and downtime to change it… consequently 
leading to big savings for me.”

One can imagine just how happy Hegener was by discovering 
through his oil analysis program that he could extend his 
drains substantially longer than his original expectation of 
2,000 hours. 

“We took a look at the fluid in one of our machines after 
2,000 hours and it still looked very clean so we sent it in 
for analysis and it came back with great results so we were 
advised to keep using it. We sent it in again at 3,000 hours 
and again at 4,000 hours, and the results were still great… 
so now we’re at 4,500 hours!”

All-Season Performance 
Some may find this surprising, but it can also get chilly in 
Texas. In the winter it’s common to see temperatures hover 
around 30°F (-1°C). That is quite the temperature range, 
compared to the scorching 105°F (41°C) in the summer.

Hegener doesn’t worry about the temperature changes 
though. He knows that HYDREX XV helps keep equipment 
nimble and productive from starting system temperatures as 

low as -40°F (-40°C) and as high as 167°F (75°C). This means 
shorter warm-up time on cold days and faster, smoother 
response for hydraulic systems, and extra wear protection 
during periods of extreme high temperatures. 

What sets HYDREX XV apart is that it’s free of most  
of the impurities found in conventional oils. 
HYDREX XV starts with a pure advantage. It is 
formulated using Petro-Canada base oils, which 
are among the purest in the world. We use 
the HT Purity Process to remove performance-
hindering impurities. Our base oils are 99.9% pure.  
That purity can help maximize the performance of HYDREX XV. 
Petro-Canada then blends these exceptional, crystal-clear 
base oils with high-performance additives to provide all-
season performance, outstanding oxidation and thermal 
stability, excellent anti-wear protection and water separability 
with improved foam and air entrainment performance.

Great Service
“Rob and everyone at Steagall Oil Company are very helpful. 
… I can always rely on them – their service is great.”

To place an order, please call a Customer Order  
Management Representative at: 

Canada   (English) ........... Phone  1-800-268-5850
  (French) ............ Phone  1-800-576-1686
United States ...................Phone  1-877-730-2369
Latin America ...................Phone  +1-416-730-2369
Europe .............................Phone  +1-416-730-2389
Asia .................................Phone  +1-416-730-2372
China ...............................Phone  +86 (21) 6362-0066

You can also e-mail us at lubecsr@suncor.com

To learn more about how Petro-Canada lubricants, specialty 
fluids, oils and greases can help maximize your equipment 
performance, savings and productivity, please contact us at:

North America.................. Phone  1-866-335-3369
Europe .............................Phone  +44 (0) 121-781-7264
Germany...........................Phone  +49 (0) 201-726-2913
Latin America ...................Phone  +1-416-730-2369
Asia .................................Phone  +1-416-730-2372
China ...............................Phone  +86 (21) 6362-0066
E-mail...............................sales@suncor.com

Visit us on the web at lubricants.petro-canada.ca

LU
B

2
2
2
6
E 

(2
0
1
3
.0

9
)

Petro-Canada is a Suncor Energy business
TMTrademark of Suncor Energy Inc. Used under license.


